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Path Dependence: Development of College English Programs in Guangdong, Hong Kong and
Macau Universities — A Case Study on South China University of Technology, Hong Kong
Polytechnic University, and Macau University of Science and Technology

Leyi CAO*

(University International College, Macau University of Science and Technology, Macau, China )

Abstract: Based on the idea of Path Dependence in Institutional Change Theory, the development of College English
programs in Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macau universities is analyzed. With South China University of Technology,
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, and Macau University of Science and Technology as examples, the study points out
that the universities have followed the old paths and depended on the original modes and ideas in developing their College
English programs. Although the importance of English learning has been stressed in the program reform, universities in
Guangdong and Macau have reduced the English course credits, and the combination of language learning, major learning,
and humanity cultivation is not effective, which show the similarities of the College English programs before and after
the reform. On the other hand, the College English program in Hong Kong universities is more reasonable in terms of the
increase of credits and the combination of language learning, major learning, and cultivating humanity. If the universities
in these three places can learn from each other to optimize their College English programs, it will benefit not only the

universities, but also the development of the greater bay area.
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