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The Construction of City Image For Macau in the Film “A City Called Macau”

Qin XIE*

(Macau University of Science and Technology, Macau, China)

Abstract: Since its birth, film has always been closely related to the city. People naturally equate their understanding
of a city with its interpretation, perception and cognition presented in the film. “A City Called Macau” is selected as the
research subject, and the documentary method is used to analyze the shot of urban Macau sceneries, in order to examine
and attest the representation of the city in film language: Firstly, narrative structure is applied to interpret the film;
Secondly, the pictorial image of the city is interpreted; Thirdly, the texts and sounds of the shot are also interpreted. This
research holds that Macau, as a city of casino, has a very clear image in a variety of films. However, diverse images are
shown in this film: sometimes a gentle and peaceful town, sometimes a prosperous and crazy metropolis, and sometimes
an extremely romantic utopia. Though its interpretation of Macau’s characteristics from different aspects, “A City Called

Macau” leaves deep an impression to the audience.
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