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Mirror Metaphor: A New Exploration of the Critical View of “The One
Who Knows the Tone” in The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons

Chin, Wai-tong

(PhD Candidate and Adjunct Lecturer,
Department of Chinese Literature, Taiwan Chengchi University)

Abstract: There is an interesting phenomenon in “The One Who Knows the Tone”
(“Zhiyin”) of The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons (Wen-hsin Tiao-lung): Unlike
other articles in the same book, which often uses the word “tasting” (wei) to indicate readers’
enjoyment of a work, Liu Xie repeatedly uses the words “mirroring” (jian) and “reflecting”
(zhao) here to hint at a set of reading behavior and aesthetic activities. Combining with the
phrase “reflecting words as a mirror” (zhao-ci-ru-jing) in the article, this paper regards this
expression as a “mirror metaphor”. “Zhiyin” does not use the usual “taste metaphor” but
turns to the “mirror metaphor”, which has a lot to do with how Liu perceives literary
criticism from the perspective of the cognitive theory of “conceptual metaphor”. In other
words, what lies behind this is Liu’s critical view, and this is also what this paper intends
to begin with. Therefore, first, this paper will analyze the positions of “taste metaphor” and
“mirror metaphor” in Wen-hsin Tiao-lung. While reviewing the over-stated importance of
the “taste metaphor” in the academia, this paper shows the applicability of “mirror
metaphor” to interpret Liu’s critical view of “Zhiyin”. Then, this paper will settle down to
“Zhiyin” to investigate the reason why Liu only uses “mirror metaphor” in this article, as
well as his standpoint of literary criticism revealed by it. Based on the aforementioned
discussion, this paper will reflect on the contradiction between the critical method of the
“Six Views” (liu-guan) and “Zhiyin” that has been litigated for a long time, hoping to

unmask the entanglement by the “mirror metaphor” and re-explore Liu’s literary theory.

Keywords: The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons, “The One Who Knows the

Tone”, mirror metaphor, taste metaphor, “Six Views”
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