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The Professional Orientation of the Doctor Degree in Teaching
Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages

Zhao, Yang

(Professor, School of Chinese as a Second Language, Peking University)

Abstract: Practicalness is an important characteristic of the discipline of Teaching Chinese
to Speakers of Other Languages (TCSOL) and it is fully embodied in the syllabus of the
Ed.D Program in TCSOL. Using practicalness as a reference, the article looks into the
syllabi and courses of the Ed.D Programs in Applied Linguistics and TESOL in three
American and British universities, finding that the professional orientation for these
professional degrees is implemented in orientedness toward learners, classrooms and
learning environments. The author argues that practicalness and orientedness are both
embodiments of professional orientation and that academic training which is oriented

toward practice is important in training professionals in TCSOL.

Keywords: Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages; professional doctorate;
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