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On the Semantic Types and Formation Causes

of [ V+zai+NPL| Structure in Modern Chinese Language

Zhang, Wei

(University International College, Macao University of Science and Technology )

Abstract: Based on the “zai + NPL” indicating “real space location”, this paper takes
further study on the semantic relationship between V which indicates action and “zai +
NPL” which indicates location after their combination in Chinese. First, upon a deep
observation of the example sentences from CCL corpus, this paper shows that the semantic
types of “V + zai + NPL” structure can be divided into three categories at the synchronic
level: action result, dynamic progress and static-existence. Secondly, compared with the
semantic type of structure “zai + NPL + V”, it has been found that the action V of admitting
the structure has formed a continuum in semantic features. Combined diachronic corpus
and previous researches, this paper proved that the three semantic types of “V +zai+ NPL”
are actually a diachronic continuum from weak to strong. Finally, this paper explored the
causes of word order of the combination of “zai+NPL” and V, finding that the formation of
structure “V+zai+NPL” is driven by both Abstract Principle and Iconic Principle, while the

structure “zai+NPL+ V” is driven only by the Iconic Principle.

Keywords: V+zai+NPL; Action; Location; Causes of word order; Abstract Principle
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