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Chinese Criminal Policy in Emergency Responses

Chen, Qin

(Assistant Professor, School of Law, Macao University of Science and Technology )

Abstract: Chinese criminal policy in dealing with the “COVID-19” Pandemic is
effective, which emphasizes “rule of law”, rather than the traditional formulation of
“strict” or “lenient”. It provides new thinking mode and analyzing sample to the
exploration of emergency mechanism. Criminal policy can only affect the implementation
of criminal law. Temporary criminal policy is a “variable” of criminal law, which can
make timely response in emergencies. While the long-term criminal policy is a “constant”,
which requires the application of criminal law keep consistent with it. During the
epidemic, the distinction between the crime of impairing the prevention and treatment of
the infectious diseases and the crime of endangering public security by dangerous means

fully embodies this principle.

Keywords: “COVID-19” Pandemic; Emergency response; Criminal policy; Criminal law

doctrine
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