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The Cinematographic Expression of Macao’s Cultural Heritage
Based on Roland Barthes’ Image Rhetoric Theory: The

Bewitching Braids as an Example

Li, Yaqing

( Lecturer, University International College, Macao University of Science and Technology )

Abstract: Film is a medium for spreading cultural heritage and a carrier for its living
preservation, which helps to maintain the vitality of cultural legacy. The first local film in
Macao, The Bewitching Braids, not only presents Macao’s World Cultural Heritage--the
Historic Centre of Macao, but also reflects Macao’s intangible cultural heritage such as
religious beliefs, festive rituals and local dialects, making it an important visual archive for
the study of Macao’s history and culture. Taking The Bewitching Braids as the research
text, based on Roland Barthes’ theory of image rhetoric, this paper analyzes the
embodiment of Macao’s tangible and intangible cultural heritage elements and symbols in
the film’s linguistic message layer and the denoted image layer, as well as their connoted
roles in shaping the characters, promoting the plot, and expressing the theme of the film,

so as to explore how to tell the cultural heritage stories through film.

Keywords: External embodiment; Internal expression; Cinematic expression
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4 Roland Barthes, Rhetoric of the Image, Sel. and Trans. Stephen Heath (New York: Hill and Wang, 1977),
152-163.
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7 Feyrouz Bouzida, “The Semiology Analysis in Media Studies: Roland Barthes Approach,” Paper presented
at 2014 International Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities, Istanbul, Turkey, 1001-1007.
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