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Construction of National Image during Public Health
Emergencies: Discourse Analysis of Macao Daily’s Diachronic

Report on COVID-19

Yang, Huomei, Sun, Jianrong

(Lecturer, Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: National image often undergoes dramatic change over the course of emergency
events, and the use of media language will highlight these changes. This study focuses on
the relationship between media language and national image construction in the reporting
of public health emergencies in Macao. Based on the three-dimensional framework of
Fairclough's critical discourse analysis, this paper analyzes the diachronic reports of Macao
Daily News on China's fight against COVID-19 in 2021 and the discourse function of
national image construction from three aspects: text, discourse practice, and social practice.
It is found that the respect to high-frequency words and collocations, the media tends to
choose words indicating positive evaluation. In terms of agenda setting, more positive
words are used for reporting. Authoritative information sources of domestic mainstream
media are the main sources of information, and information is conveyed in an indirect way
that can better reflect the position of Macao media. It has established a discourse on
COVID-19 prevention and control that provides positive guidance and is easier for the
audience to identify with, and plays a positive role in building the image of an amiable,
credible, and respectable world power that is capable of bearing the responsibility of

fighting against the pandemic through a united front.

Keywords: Critical discourse analysis; Public health emergencies; National image

construction
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