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The Development and Influencing Factors of Implicit and Explicit

Knowledge of Thai Chinese Language Learner

Du, Fengmei

(College of International Education and Cultural Exchange, Tianjin Normal University)

Abstract: Based on existing literature, this study employed untimed grammaticality
judgment tasks and target word monitoring experiments to investigate the development of
explicit and implicit knowledge among Thai learners of the Chinese language. The research
findings reveal that language proficiency and the presence of sentence violations
significantly impact the development of explicit knowledge, whereas the influence of
grammatical construction types is statistically insignificant. Furthermore, language
proficiency and grammatical construction types exert significant effects on response times
in implicit knowledge tests. Notably, native Chinese speakers exhibit the shortest response
times in target word monitoring tasks, while low-proficiency Thai learners of Chinese show
the longest response times. Additionally, the study identifies an interaction between
language proficiency and grammatical construction types. Lastly, language proficiency,
grammatical construction types, and the presence of sentence violations significantly
influence participants’ accuracy judgments in implicit knowledge tests. These results
collectively suggest an inherent asynchrony and imbalance in the development of explicit
and implicit knowledge, with language production being contingent on the monitoring role
of explicit knowledge. The attainability of learner's implicit knowledge to a native speaker

level appears to be contingent on the complexity of the learned Chinese language segments.

Keywords: Explicit knowledge; Grammar judgment; Target word monitoring
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' Reber, Arthur S, “Implicit learning of Artificial Grammars,” Journal of Verbal Learning & Verbal Behavior,
6.6 (NewYork:1967.12): 855-863.

2 Krashen, S. D, “The Monitor Model for Second Language Acquisition,” Second language acquisition and
Foreign Language Teaching, edited by R. Gingras, Center for Applied Linguistics, (Arlington, VA: 1978):
1-26; Krashen, S. D, “The Input Hypothesis and its Rivals,” Implicit and explicit learning of languages,
edited by N. C. Ellis, Academic Press, (London:1994.03): 45-77.

3 Ellis, N. C., ed. Implicit and Explicit Learning of Languages, (London: Academic Press,1994), 30-50; Ellis,
R, “Explicit Knowledge and Second Language Learning and Pedagogy,” Encyclopedia of Language and
Education, Volume 6: Knowledge about Language, edited by J. Cenoz & N. Hornberger, Springer, (New
York: 2008.04), 143-153; Hulstijn, J. H., “Theoretical and Empirical Issues in the Study of Implicit and
Explicit Second-language Learning,” Studies in Second Language Acquisition 2.27 (Cambridge: 2005.06):
129-140.
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4 Ellis, R., “The Definition and Measurement of L2 Explicit Knowledge,” Language Learning 2.54 (Oxford:

2004.06): 227-275.

Ellis, R, “Explicit Knowledge and Second Language Learning and Pedagogy,” 143-153.

6 R B (CEY @ TR TR RAEA ) (PRET 2 E) ¥ 28 Ge 1 2005.05)
101-111 -

7 Davidson, D. J. & Indefrey, P, “An Event-related Potential Study on Changes of Violation and Error
Responses during Morphosyntactic Learning,” Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 3.21 (New York:
2009.03): 433-446; Andringa, S. J., de Glopper, K & Hacquebord, H. I, “Effect of Explicit and Implicit
Instruction on Free Written Response Task Performance,” Language Learning 3.61 (Cambridge: 2011.09):
868-903.
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® Williams, J. N, “Learning without Awareness,” Studies in Second Language Acquisition 2.27 (Cambridge:

2005.06): 269-304; Hama, M & Leow, R. P, “Learning without Awareness Revisited: Extending

Williams(2005) ,” Studies in Second Language Acquisition 3.32 (Cambridge: 2010.09): 465-491; Grey, S,

Williams, J. N. & Rebuschat, P, “Incidental Exposure and L3 Learning of Morphosyntax, Studies in
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Riestenberg, K, & Ziegler, N, “Triangulating Measures of Awareness: A Contribution to the Debate on
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Acquisition 27 (Cambridge: 2005.06): 141-172; Tokowicz, N & B. MacWhinney, “Implicit and Explicit

Measures of Sensitivity to Violations in Second Language Grammar,” Studies in Second Language

Acquisition 27 (Cambridge: 2005.06): 173-204; Erlam, R, “Elicited Imitation as a Measure of L2 Implicit

Knowledge: An Empirical Validation Study,” Applied Linguistics 3.27 (Oxford: 2006.09): 464-491; Suzuki,

Y. & R. Dekeyser, “Comparing Elicited Imitation and Word Monitoring as Measures of Implicit

Knowledge,” Language Learning 4.65 (Oxford: 2015.12): 860-895; Trenkic, D., J. Mirkovic, & G. T. M.

Altmann, “Realtime Grammar Processing by Native and Non-native Speakers: Constructions Unique to the
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