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A Survey Analysis of Guangdong College Students’ Familiarity
with the Vocabulary of the COVID-19 Pandemic

Chen, Ling, Ye, Hengming

(1. Phd Candidate, University of College, Macau University of Science and Technology )

Abstract: This study examines the familiarity of university students in Guangdong
Province with the vocabulary associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, using a survey
questionnaire for data gathering. The research intends to uncover differences in
understanding of pandemic-related terminology across gender, academic majors, and grade
levels. Implementing sociolinguistic and speech communication analysis, it is revealed that
terms like ‘novel coronavirus pneumonia COVID-19’ attract more attention from male
students. Medical students, from an academic discipline viewpoint, showed greater interest
in terminology including ‘epidemic name’, ‘organization’, ‘place name’, ‘pathological
symptoms’, ‘equipment name’, ‘medical term’, ‘professional term’, ‘other terms’, and
‘occupational group’. Familiarity with vocabulary related to ‘pathological symptoms’
differed significantly by grade level, with freshmen showing less understanding than
sophomores and juniors. The paper investigates the reasons for the preferential attention of
male students to ‘proper nouns’, and why medical students paid more attention to
professional language associated with the new coronavirus epidemic given their social
background and identities. The cognitive viewpoint is used to explain freshmen’s less
extensive knowledge of terms like ‘pathological symptoms’ when compared to sophomores
and juniors. The ‘knowledge gap’ hypothesis is utilized to explain the lack of difference in
attention to pandemic-related vocabulary across genders, grade levels, and disciplines.
Finally, the study adopts a communication perspective to discuss how variations among

recipients’ impact communication effectiveness.
Keywords: Familiarity; Social- pragmatics; Language transmission
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' Zhao YJ, Ding Y, Shen YQ, Liu W. “Gender Difference in Psychological, Cognitive, and Behavioral
Patterns Among University Students During COVID-19: A Machine Learning Approach,” Frontiers in
Psychology 13 (2022.4): 1-11.
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2 Zhang Q, Lu XY, Liao MX, Zhang XY, Yao LQ. “Cognition and Social Behaviors Related to COVID-19

Among Students in Medical Colleges: A Cross-Sectional Study in Guangdong Province of China,”

Frontiers in Public Health 10 (2022.3): 1-9.

Abram De Swaan, Words of the World: The Global Language System, (Cambridge, Polity Press and

Blackwell, 2001), 4-6.
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A1 RN LR T A L B R%PE
kBt 74 4
Z g PiE VAR PiE

A 0.935 <0.001 0.959 0.001
B 0.964 0.015 0.965 0.003
C 0.966 0.020 0.947 <0.001
D 0.853 <0.001 0.899 <0.001
E 0.882 <0.001 0.793 <0.001
F 0.967 0.025 0.974 0.019
G 0.928 <0.001 0.950 <0.001
H 0.958 0.006 0.948 <0.001
1 0.940 0.001 0.958 0.001

J 0.962 0.011 0.959 0.001
K 0.913 <0.001 0.895 <0.001
L 0.895 <0.001 0.879 <0.001
P 0.946 0.001 0.889 <0.001

Pt $& % Shapiro-Wilk normality test
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R AT i AFEHE
YA P e YA P e

A 0.941 <0.001 0.980 0.135
B 0.974 0.029 0.962 0.007

C 0.923 <0.001 0.970 0.025
D 0.756 <0.001 0.974 0.050

E 0.824 <0.001 0.863 <0.001
F 0.981 0.121 0.991 0.738
G 0.877 <0.001 0.983 0.259
H 0.962 0.003 0.959 0.004

I 0.935 <0.001 0.969 0.021

J 0.946 <0.001 0.969 0.020
K 0.883 <0.001 0.924 <0.001
L 0.850 <0.001 0.925 <0.001
P 0.841 <0.001 0.963 0.008

P ¢ 4 * Shapiro-Wilk normality test
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A3 AR EBNLSRRTA D AP R%EPE

wh | 4- . %z L

e |zwe | P@ Zi Pt Zi Pt Zi Pt
A 0974 | 0.785 0.943 | 0.001 0.933 <0.001 | 0959 | 0.438
B 0971 | 0.709 098 | 0.513 0.941 | 0.001 0961 | 0.486
C 0974 | 0.784 0959 | 0.010 0937 | 0.001 0.859 | 0.004
D 0.955 | 0.365 0.847 <0.001 | 0.850 <0.001 | 0906 | 0.033
E 0938 | 0.167 0.819 <0.001 | 0.778 <0.001 | 0930 | 0.107
F 0983 | 0.944 0968 | 0.039 0.954 | 0.005 0971 | 0.705
G 0.976 | 0.838 0.950 | 0.003 0.906 <0.001 | 0955 | 0373
H 0953 | 0332 0970 | 0.051 0938 | 0.001 0943 | 0212
I 0961 | 0.479 0960 | 0.013 0.923 <0.001 | 0922 | 0.074
] 0951 | 0311 0.966 | 0.032 0.934 <0.001 | 0962 | 0.510
K 0.858 | 0.004 0.893 <0.001 | 0.902 <0.001 | 0.853 | 0.003
L 0.840 | 0.002 0.881 <0.001 | 0.884 <0.001 | 0.899 | 0.024
P 0938 | 0.160 0.927 <0.001 | 0.891 <0.001 | 0915 | 0.051

P @ 3k * Shapiro-Wilk normality test

116





