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Crossing the Threshold of Verification and Exploring the Meaning
Beyond the Image: An Analysis of Dream of the Red Chamber’s
Characters Qin Keqing and Prince of Beijing with Yijing Critical
Approach

Li, Bolin

(PhD Candidate, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstract: This thesis dialectically draws on the reasonable core of the Qing dynasty’s
Redology criticism, and analyzes the meaning of the text of Dream of the Red Chamber by
employing Yijing critical approach. It concludes that this book, while critiquing
Confucianism’s ideology of ritualism, also tends to affirm and return to the original
Confucian ideology. This article first briefly reviews the Yijing study in the history of
Redology, trying to discuss the feasibility and necessity of Yijing approach in Redology
studies. It then argues that the methodological basis for the interpretation of Yijing lies in
the “harmony of meaning”. Finally, it applies Yijing critical approach to interpret the
characters Qin Keqing and Prince Beijing in Dream of the Red Chamber, demonstrating
how the inner implication align with the hexagram “Gou” and “Fu” respectively. The
relation of two hexagram also reflects actual connection between the two characters in the
book. Therefore, it turns out that Yijing approach has a significant practical value in
understanding the deeper meaning within the text of Dream of the Red Chamber. The
meaning of the two characters derived from Yijing’s critical approach will be instructive
for the further understanding of the purpose and ideological tendencies of this book. And
it also has certain reference value for further re-evaluating the profound connection

between “Dream of the Red Chamber” and Confucianism.

Keywords: Dream of the Red Chamber; Redology; Yijing critical approach; Zhang Xinzhi;

Hexagram Fu; Hexagram Gou
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