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Analysis of the Trilateral Lexicalization of [ A measure +V ]

Wang, Yongyan'; Wu, Chunxiang ' "2

(1.University International College , Macau University of Science and Technology; 2.School

of Chinese Studies and Exchange, Shanghai International Studies University)

Abstract: The trilateral lexicalization of “Amcasure + V’-compounds is achieved through
the mechanisms of metaphor and metonymy. The metaphor of AmcasureS serves as the
premise for trilateral lexicalization, typically extended from a concrete domain of
measurement to other cognitive domains with similarities. The shifts of words’
grammatical categories during lexicalization are complex, determining the trajectory of
trilateral lexicalization. As the characteristics of verbs fade, Vs shift from describing
concrete actions domain to abstract actions domain. As its nominality or descriptive
nature increases, Vs are metonymically transformed into nouns or adjectives. Driven by
co-occurrence, construction coercion, and the rhythmic tension of disyllabification, the
metaphorized AmeasureS and the metaphorized verbs lexicalize into the verbal “Amecasure™
V”-compounds. They lexicalize into the nominal “A measure + V’-compounds and the
adjectival “Ameasuret V’-compounds with the deverbal nouns and adjectives that have

undergone shifts among grammatical categories.

Keywords: Lexicalization; “Amcasure TV”’; Metaphor; Metonymy
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