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Research on Two Key Issues in Macau Administrative Law:

A Comparative Perspective

Mou, Xiaobo

(Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: This article systematically and deeply studies two key issues in the
administrative law of Macau, namely the rule-making power of administrative agencies
and the legality standards of administrative acts, and then analyzes them in a comparative
perspective, examining their uniqueness, advantages and disadvantages. This article argues
that the legality standards of administrative acts in Macau’s administrative law is strict, and
there are no obvious loopholes, which can ensure that the actions of administrative agencies
are under the law, and the meaning of the distinctive legal term “power deviation” has also
been clarified by mature judicial interpretations and academic theories; However, the law
grants the Chief Executive a broad power to formulate independent administrative
regulations, which makes the power of the administrative branch not fully constrained. In
addition, the approach of distinguishing invalid administrative acts from revocable
administrative acts in Macau’s administrative law is shared by some civil law countries
such as France and Germany, and it is very worthy of reference for the administrative law

in the mainland of China.
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