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A Study of the Cross-Cultural Classic Reconstruction of Joker’s

Discourse in David Hawkes’ Translation of Hongloumeng

Zhang, Changming

(Associate Professor, School of Foreign Languages,
Guangdong University of Petrochemical Technology)

Abstract: Joker (Xinger) is one of the most unimportant characters in Hongloumeng. He
appears only briefly, but his language is succinct, vivid, humorous, and fascinating,
serving as an example of a highly personalized conversational style. Focusing on David
Hawkes' English translation, this article analyzes the translation strategies used for
Joker’s speech across three dimensions: character address, rhetorical aesthetics and
discourse. This study investigates how Hawkes perfected his translation masterpiece
through depicting the unimportant character’s discourse style and reproducing his image
so as to realize the cross-cultural classical reconstruction of the original text, which helps
the target readers to understand and appreciate the English version with feelings and
experience similar to that of native readers. The translator's manipulation of the text
circulation and cultural activity by decoding, interpreting and translating the details of the
minor character’s discourse also plays a crucial role in establishing Hongloumeng as a

classic in foreign literary traditions.

Keywords: Hongloumeng; David Hawkes; Joker (Xinger); Discourse; Cross-cultural

reconstruction
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#F~ ! Of us eight, some, like me, are in the master’s confidence, some are in the

mistress’s. Those of us who are in the master’s confidence daren’t say a word to upset the

mistress’s boys; but she can say or do whatever she likes to us.
B2 B Rdmdmdg 4 | A B A k- B3 s2an |
Only spare my life, madam! I swear that every word I tell you shall be the truth.
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AT mistress (Z2EN) o I HAag OEERERE - HALZE 905 &
FIAGE she (fl) A5 InAER] 2 Folilks > TIARIRY T9305 ) 582 madam (SR »
AKK) - BRE TR ) s (3K °

B3 BATS Wt vp S e R R > R 04 4F o

The new mistress is even prettier than the old one and ever so much better-tempered.

B4 R R | ER 0 AR 2

If I ever said a word against you, madam, I should deserve to be struck by lightning!
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Joker had by this time resolved the problem of nomenclature to his own satisfaction:

“Tell Mrs Er,” he said blandly, “that Mrs Lian is here.”
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The magpie looking for a bigger nest who set up house with the crow.
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They call jealous people ‘vinegar bottles’, don’t they? Well, she’s not just a bottle-full

of vinegar; she’s a storage-jar—a whole cistern-full of it!
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“One is Sir Zheng’s sister’s child. Her name is Miss Lin. The other is Her Ladyship’s

sister’s child. Her name is Miss Xue.” “Miss Wood and Miss Snow,” said Er-jie, smiling.
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concluded with Joker’s female audience laughing at the notion of Miss Wood’s being
blown down and Miss Snow melted by the breathing—out of the pages.) - FE4 [R5 Bl 5
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She’s a great one for saving. She must have saved a mountain of money by now.

That’s why Their Ladyships are always saying what a good manager she is.
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“A cruel heart and a sharp tongue, that about sums her up.”
B P2 xR XERl R |

The great pity about Aer is that she’s not Her Ladyship’s child. A phoenix reared in

a crow’s nest, that’s what she is.

1 10 A1) 11 28 38 B AR S5 A A (E 7 50> 23 B ] that about sums her up (4
FEAERITEAT) Al that’s what she is Cal /2 FAMR Z4IR) > B TR b e ) Al
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“No, no, no,” said Joker, waving his hand energetically. “That’s not the reason we’re

afraid to breathe.”

HWFREF No,noyno ("2 &> 2 & >3 E > #aE T2 L7507

ﬁ:( .t” ;’f: 52 o J) °
13 o ERE A M3 0 o
“Yes, madam. Very good, madam.” Joker now made his final exit.
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