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A Geosemiotics Perspective on Language and Culture Teaching

for Japanese and Korean International Students

Li, Li

(Associate Professor, School of Chinese as a Second Language, Peking University)

Abstract: Japanese and Korean international students, with their close geographical ties to
China, have long been an important group of Chinese language learners. Their
comprehensive cognition and understanding of Chinese culture can better promote cultural
exchanges between China and its neighboring countries, enhancing friendship among the
people of East Asia. Viewing East Asia, especially the teaching of Chinese culture for
Japanese and Korean international students from the perspective of geosemiotics can enrich
the means of teaching Chinese as a foreign language, foster familiarity with China’s
geographical and linguistic-cultural environment, promote exchanges and interactions
within the Confucian cultural sphere, increase the content of social linguistic and cultural
practice, support the development of multimedia teaching resources, and further advance

the analysis of linguistic landscapes.

Keywords: Geosemiotics; Japanese and Korean International Students; Language and

Culture Teaching
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4 Gorter, Durk, “Linguistic Landscape: A New Approach to Multilingualism.” Tijdschrift Voor Nederlandse
Taal-en Letterkunde, (Clevedon: Multilingual Matters, 2006).
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5 Shohamy, Elana and Shoshi Waksman, “Linguistic Landscape as an Ecological Arena: Modalities,

Meanings, Negotiations, Education.” In Elana Shohamy and Durk Gorter (eds.), Linguistic Landscape:
Expanding the Scenery, (New York: Routledge, 2009).
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