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Chiang Kai-shek’s Position on Wartime Germany and it’s Duality

Chang, Zilei'; Yang, Hanchi

(1. Ph.D. Candidate at the School of Marxism, Nanjing University)

Abstract: Before the full-scale outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan, China
maintained a close relationship with Nazi Germany. After China declared war on Germany
in 1941, Chiang Kai-shek, as the Supreme Commander of the China War Zone, adopted a
policy toward Germany that was both complex and inherently contradictory. On the one
hand, he linked Germany's military actions to China's resistance against Japan, attempting
to leverage Allied cooperation against the Axis powers; on the other hand, he remained
attentive to German military technology and formulated plans to harness German scientific
and technical personnel for post-war reconstruction. However, Chiang’s assessments of the
international situation were often overly idealistic. For example, his persistent belief that
Japan would inevitably attack the Soviet Union and his expectations of utilizing German
talents after Germany’s defeat were significantly misaligned with actual developments.
Notably, Chiang adopted a policy that drew a clear distinction between the German
populace and the Nazi regime when addressing the issue of defeated Germany. While this
policy reflected a certain degree of pragmatic consideration, it also revealed his emphasis
on Germany’s military modernization from a technical perspective, with insufficient
reflection on the systemic and ideological roots of German militarism. Examining Chiang
Kai-shek’s policies toward Germany after 1941 provides new perspectives for
understanding the complexity of Sino-German relations during this period.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek; Germany; World War II; Sino-German Relations
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