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From Penetration to Mutual Assistance: Multimodal Metaphor

Teaching of Chinese Culture-Loaded Words

Li, Siyunl; Hu, Bo

(1. PhD, University International College, Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: Based on the theory of multimodal metaphors, this study argues that the
multimodal metaphor of Chinese culture-loaded words is a transitional process of “from
penetration to mutual assistance” through semantic mapping. Additionally, the teaching
should emphasize “contrast”: in the beginner level, “translation strategies” and
“visualization methods” are used; in the intermediate level, the focus is on “old to new”;
and in the advanced level, the guidance of “Chinese-style thinking” is provided. Regarding
metaphors, the integrated course should focus on basic meanings, cultural connotations,
comparison, and communication; the listening and speaking course should emphasize
application scenarios, and the reading and writing course should focus on historical origins
and written expressions. Based on the MAP model, this paper designs a teaching plan for
Chinese culture-loaded words and evaluates its effectiveness through a comparative
teaching experiment involving 20 participants. The results show that students who were
taught using the multimodal metaphor method performed better than those taught using
traditional methods, and the multimodal metaphor method proved more advantageous in
enhancing vocabulary production. This study provides new perspectives and practical
guidance for teaching culture-loaded words in international Chinese language education.

Keywords: Chinese culture-loaded words; Multimodal metaphor; MAP model; Lesson
plan design; Comparative teaching experiment
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