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Future Risks of Technological Innovation and the Responsive

Measures of Future Intellectual Property Law

Liao, Si

(Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: The widespread future application of innovative technologies may trigger
corresponding risks, including technological and political risks stemming from diversified
technological creation, information and ethical risks caused by intelligent development, as
well as social and institutional risks resulting from high-efficiency applications. As the
legal domain most closely related to technological innovation, intellectual property law
should abandon the deliberate, persistent, and irreversible nature of these future risks
through institutional innovation. On one hand, intellectual property law should enrich its
legislative purpose with “long-term stability of human society” as a key element. On the
other hand, its regulatory framework should expand to include risk assessments
encompassing private personal and property safety, as well as public interests involving
social and national security. Furthermore, future intellectual property legal systems should
adopt a human-centric collaborative approach to establish the theoretical foundations for
transcending the territorial limitations of intellectual property rights.

Keywords: Technological Innovation, Social Risks, Legal Futurology, Intellectual
Property Law, Institutional Innovation, Territoriality
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