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Language Education Empowers Labor Force to Improve
Vocational Skills: A Comparative Study on “Language +

Vocational Skills” Education in China and Japan

Li, Yi

(College of Foreign Languages, Beijing University of Technology)

Abstract: As an innovative form of education that integrates international Chinese
education and vocational education, “Chinese + vocational skills” education is committed
to meeting the dual needs of global learners for Chinese language and vocational
development, reflecting China’s image as a responsible country with Chinese as its native
language. Comparing with the experience of Japanese for vocational purposes, it is found
that there are similarities in the “language + vocational skills” education between China
and Japan in terms of empowering workers with vocational skills through language
education, following the objective patterns of language globalization, and respecting
learners’ needs. There is also partial overlap in the countries of origin of learners and the
vocational sectors targeted. However, the two countries differ in terms of language
acquisition environments and the mechanisms that activate deeper learning motivations.
Through a comparative analysis of learners, learning motivations, teaching organizers,
and teaching resource construction, it is found that Japan’s approach to vocational
Japanese instruction offers valuable insights-including stronger intrinsic learner
motivation, a joint public-private instructional model led by enterprises, and more
flexible and open teaching resource construction. Drawing on these insights, we believe
that “Chinese + vocational skills” education should: (1) enhance the management of
learner motivation and increase the added value of Chinese learning; (2) encourage
deeper participation of Chinese enterprises operating overseas in program implementation;
and (3) improve the accessibility of teaching resources by building an open, inclusive,
and user-friendly system for collaborative resource development and sharing.

Keywords: International Chinese Language Education; Chinese + vocational skills;

Foreigner vocational trainee; Japanese for vocational purposes; Language globalization
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