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On the Two Major Categories and Five Branches of
Chinese Language Teaching: A Discussion of Two Articles on

the Classification of Chinese Language Teaching

Zong, Shihai

(Professor, College of Chinese Language and Culture, Jinan University)

Abstract: This article discusses the classification of Chinese language teaching, aiming to
clarify its typology and real-world categorization, thereby avoiding conceptual confusion
and providing guidance for teaching practice. It offers a detailed critique of two papers on
this topic by Li Yueming and Guo Xi. The article argues that classification criteria should
be based on the relationship between the target language and the learner, as well as the
language teaching environment, including native vs. non-native, target vs. non-target, and
monolingual vs. bilingual vs. trilingual environments, rather than on cultural attributes or
identity functions associated with the target language. The classification standards in the
two articles are inappropriate, leading to undefinable types, improper grouping and
ordering, or even categories lacking real-world correspondence (e.g., “East Asian second
language teaching” and “Chinese language teaching for overseas Chinese”). The reasons
for these problems include: (1) failure to adhere to a single classification criterion; (2)
insufficient hierarchical division when multiple criteria are used; (3) misuse of concepts
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such as “second language vs. mother tongue,” “second language teaching,” and “language
acquisition order”; (4) mischaracterization of overseas Chinese language teaching as
“heritage language teaching”; (5) the inappropriate renaming of international “Hanyu”
teaching as international “Zhongwen” teaching. The article also briefly reviews Liu Xun’s
views on teaching Chinese as a second language, arguing that Minzu Chinese teaching
should not be regarded as second language teaching in terms of teaching types. On this

basis, the article updates the author’s 2018 classification of international Chinese language
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teaching, reclassifying Chinese language teaching into two major categories, National
Chinese Language Teaching and International Chinese Language Teaching, and five
branches: (1) Yuwen teaching (Chinese as a native language), (2) Minzu Chinese teaching
(Chinese teaching for ethnic minorities in China), (3) Teaching Chinese as a Second
Language (TCSL), (4) Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL), and (5) Huawen
teaching (Teaching Chinese to overseas Chinese, TCOC). The article also points out that
specific exceptions exist within each branch.

Keywords: Teaching type; Yuwen teaching; Minzu Chinese teaching; Teaching Chinese as

a Second Language (TCSL); Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL); Huawen
teaching (TCOC)
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