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Light of Words, Shadows of the City:
An Exploratory Analysis of the Three-Layer Narrative Structure

in Macao’s Street Signboards

Kong, Linggi; ! Ye, Yuling; Wang, qi; Hsiao, Pengwei
(1. Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Arts,
Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: Macao’s signboards are a living mirror of the city’s cultural heritage, presenting
the context of Macao’s urban culture in their unique form of existence. These signboards
are not only part of the urban landscape but also unique cultural narrators of Macao. As
part of the urban locality, signboards, together with the surrounding buildings, create an
exclusive urban experience in Macao. This study focuses on signboards. Through
investigations, records, and analyses of multiple streets in Macao, it delves deeply into the
narrative functions that signboards play in urban space from three perspectives: image,
symbol, and event. Especially in urban observation, it examines the subtle details of urban
culture from a “local” perspective and analyzes people’s memories and experiences in a
“narrative” way, and thoroughly explores the intricate relationship between signboards as
a medium and urban spatial narrative. Meanwhile, these three perspectives provide some
preliminary thoughts and inspirations for the practice of urban space design and public sign
design.

Keywords: Street Signboard; Spatial Narrative; Image; Symbol; Event; Macao Urban
Culture
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