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On Literary Fiction and Four Contemporary Theories of

“Fiction”

Peng, Jianhua
(Associate Professor, College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University)

Abstract: The telling and reading of fictional narratives constitute a fundamental and
ubiquitous phenomenon in human culture; fiction represents one of humanity’s earliest and
most significant narrative forms. Human beings not only recount and engage with fictional
stories but also reflect upon their content and modes of narration. Scholars such as David
K. Lewis, Lubomir Dolezel, Marie-Laure Ryan, Thomas G. Pavel, Umberto Eco, Hans
Vaihinger, John R. Searle, Richard Walsh, Dorrit Cohn, Kendall L. Walton, and Amie L.
Thomasson have analyzed and theorized fictionality from the perspectives of semantics,
ontology, epistemology, and reader-response theory, introducing concepts such as possible-
worlds semantics, the “as if” virtual structure, the make-believe framework, and
Fictionalism. Fictionality constitutes a higher-order manifestation of human imagination, a
transcendence of the actual spatiotemporal continuum that functions as a “non-real” mirror
image. In essence, it is a bracketed structure-parenthesized, as it were-rather than an
equivalent of the real world. With regard to fictional worlds, a distinction between
fictionality (Fiktionalitét) and the fictive (Fiktivitdt) proves analytically fruitful.

Keywords: Fiction; Fictionality; Possible-Worlds Theory; “As if” Structure; Make-
Believe Framework; Fictionalism
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AR > SHRRHAH A U FTRERY > BRTRER RIS R TR ) - TATRE
HEFL ) B BB fE I BB S HEE 2L N BAH (Truth-within-A-Frame) (1%
R o2

! Zunshine, Lisa. Why We Read Fiction: Theory of Mind and the Novel (Columbus: Ohio State University
Press, 2006), 24.
2 Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm. Theodicy: Essays on the Goodness of God, the Freedom of Man and the
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A - VPR SOR TR T F > RISV RS ERe ) o e
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Origin of Evil, trans. E. M. Huggard, ed. Austin Farrer. (La Salle, IL: Open Court, 1985), 128.
3 Dolezel, Lubomir. Heterocosmica: Fiction and Possible Worlds. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1998), 3.
Dolezel, Lubomir. Heterocosmica, 15.
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5 Dolezel, Lubomir. “Extensional and Intensional Narrative Worlds,” in Possible Worlds in Humanities,
Arts and Sciences: Proceedings of Nobel Symposium 65, (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1989), 221-227.
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6 Ryan, Marie-Laure. Possible Worlds, Artificial Intelligence, and Narrative Theory. (Bloomington:

Indiana University Press, 1991), 45-47.
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7 Ryan, Marie-Laure. “Toward a Definition of Narrative.” In The Cambridge Companion to Narrative, 3—
16. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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8 Pavel, Thomas G. Fictional Worlds. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1986), 117-132.
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o Vaihinger, Hans. The Philosophy of ‘As If’: A System of the Theoretical, Practical and Religious Fictions
of Mankind, (London: Routledge, 2000), 79.

10 Currie, Gregory. The Nature of Fiction. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), 68.

' Gabriel, Gottfried. Fictional Discourse. Poetics 8, no. 1/3 (1979): 245-58.
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Iser, Wolfgang. The Act of Reading: A Theory of Aesthetic Response. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1978), 231-232.

13 Walsh, Richard. The Rhetoric of Fictionality: Narrative Theory and the Idea of Fiction. (Columbus: Ohio
State University Press, 2007), 16-19.
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4 Cohn, Dorrit. “The Distinction of Fiction.” (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999), 4.

15 Cohn, Dorrit. “The Distinction of Fiction,” 145-178.
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