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The Language Development Landscape of Preschool Children in
the Greater Bay Area: A Multidimensional Empirical Study of

Chinese Vocabulary Acquisition

Cai, Yanling

(Assistant Professor. University International College,
Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: The cultivation of language and language-related issues concerning future
talents in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area requires urgent attention.
It is essential to emphasize children’s language development in the region, particularly
proficiency in the national common language, so as to lay a solid foundation for cultivating
high-level interdisciplinary talents with both professional expertise and language
competence. Based on the PPCT model of ecological systems theory, this study focuses on
preschool children aged 3-6. A total of 1,665 questionnaires on parental beliefs and home
literacy environment were collected from cities with different economic development
levels across the Greater Bay Area. A random sample of 1,546 preschool children was
drawn from ten kindergartens. Using PPVT and EVT vocabulary assessments, this study
investigates the children’s development of receptive and expressive vocabulary semantics,
as well as the acquisition patterns and relative difficulty across different word classes. The
findings indicate that parental reading beliefs play a mediating role between family
socioeconomic status and children’s vocabulary semantic development. The results suggest
that parents should increase children’s exposure to adjectives and written vocabulary while
cultivating children’s listening skills to promote the development of receptive and social
cognitive vocabulary semantics. To systematically enhance and balance the quality of
vocabulary learning and education for preschool children across Guangdong, Hong Kong,
and Macao, based on empirical analysis of regional language environments and vocabulary
acquisition pathways, this study proposes the following recommendations: establishing a
phased and differentiated Mandarin input mechanism; developing multidimensional
vocabulary teaching resources integrating corpora from the three regions; strengthening
teachers’ multilingual competence and code-switching skills; and building a collaborative
multidimensional language support network involving families, schools, and communities.

Keywords: Ecological systems theory; Zone of Proximal Development; Parent-child
reading; Vocabulary semantic development; Socioeconomic status
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