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Rules of Rejection and Retraction or Withdrawal
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In order to uphold the academic integrity of the Journal of Macau University of Science
and Technology (Humanities and Social Sciences Edition) and prevent academic
misconduct, the Editorial Board, under the jurisdiction of the Editorial Department, has
established procedures for rejection and withdrawal in accordance with the guidelines
of the Committee on Publication Ethics. These procedures aim to provide clarity and

transparency to authors regarding the process and standards involved. The details are

as follows:
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If a manuscript falls into any of the following situations, the Editorial Department will

reject it or permanently refuse its publication:

1. The similarity index of the manuscript exceeds 10%, including cases of plagiarism,

self-plagiarism, or improper referencing.

2. The content of the manuscript does not align with the nature of the MUST Journal

(Hum & Soc. Sci.).

3. After discussion by the Editorial Board, it is determined that the manuscript cannot
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pass the initial review.

4. The manuscript violates the submission guidelines or format of the MUST Journal
(Hum & Soc. Sci.) and the author refuses to make the necessary revisions.

5. If it is discovered that the manuscript has been submitted to multiple journals
simultaneously, even if it has entered the peer review process, it will be rejected

outright.
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According to the current international publication withdrawal practices, there are

mainly two ways to withdraw a manuscript:
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Withdrawal by the Editorial Department

1. There is clear evidence that the cited research findings in the article are untrue,
contain significant errors rendering them invalid, or involve data fabrication to
obtain relative results.

2. Collusion with peer reviewers.
Infringement of the intellectual property rights of a third party without their consent,
resulting in reputational damage to the third party.
Clear cases of plagiarism.

5. Submitting the same manuscript to multiple journals or attempting duplicate
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publication without proper citation of previously published articles.

Inclusion of unauthorized data or materials.

Infringement of copyright or other serious legal issues (e.g., defamation or invasion
of privacy).

Conducting unethical research.

Failure to disclose conflicts of interest associated with the content, thereby affecting
the credibility of the article.

Manuscripts deemed by the Editorial department to be unsuitable for publication

due to their content.
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Withdrawal by the author

1.

Before the article is published or released, the author must complete a Withdrawal
Application Form, provide detailed reasons, and sign it before submitting it to the
journal's email. The application will be discussed by the Editorial Board, which
will then decide whether to approve the author’s request for withdrawal.

If the article has already been published or is in the process of typesetting and
printing, withdrawal by the author will only be accepted in cases of extreme
urgency or force majeure.

If the publication of the article results in responsibility for multiple submissions,

the author will bear the responsibility themselves.
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The Editorial Board of the Journal of Macau University of Science and Technology

(Humanities and Social Sciences) holds the ultimate authority for interpretation.



